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In the Clai ms 



Claims 1-22 (Canceled): 



23. (Currently Amended) A method of increasing the feed efficiency of animals 



comprising: 



a) 

comprising: 



administering, to said animals, multiple feedings of a solid feed 



i) 
ii) 



forage, cereal grains, byproducts, or mixtures thereof; and 

an amount of an organism that increases the feed efficiency of said 

animals^ 



t-whercitu a) said organism is selected from the group consisting of Lactobacillus 
buchneri, Lactobacillus kefir, Lactobacillus parakefir and Lactobacillus parabuchnerh 
aml-whcrein-; b) said amount of organism has been added to the solid feed : and c) said 
by p r oducts arc cottonseed , gin trashy cotton processing byproducts, potato waste citrus 
pul p, alm o nd hulls, c or n, bran, distillers' prams, peanut hulls, ba k ery waste, wheat midd s , 
or m i xtures (h ereof, 

24. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 23, wherein said organism is 
Lactobacillus bitchneri. 

25. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 23, wherein said animals are 
selected from the group consisting of pigs, poultry, and ruminants. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 25> wherein said animals are 

pigs. 

27. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 25, wherein said animals are 
poultry. 
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28 . (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 25, wherein said animals arc 
ruminants. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 28, wherein said ruminants arc 

cattle. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 23, wherein the solid feed 
contains an amount of organism that provides between 1 0 5 and 1 0 14 colony forming units (CFU) per 
animal per day. 

31. (Previously Presented) The mcLhod according to claim 23, wherein the solid feed 
contains an amount of organism that provides between 1 0 9 and 10 10 colony forming units (CFU) per 
animal per day, 

32. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 23, wherein said forage 
comprises grasses, legumes, or crop residue; said cereal grain is corn, sorghum, wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, or rice; sa-kl4}ypfCKjue^a^ 

cilr-iBi3ulp,-al-vTKmd lutU^^anui-hul^-bak nndd^-or mixtures thereof. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 32, wherein said forage or 
cereal grain is whole, chopped, ground, ensiled, cracked, high moisture, or steam-flaked, 

34. (Cxirrently Amended) A method of increasing ihc feed efficiency of ruminants 
comprising: 

a) administering, to said ruminants, multiple feedings of a solid feed 
comprising: 

i) forage, cereal grains, byproducts, or mixtures thereof; and 

ii) an added amount of an organism that increases the feed efficiency 
of said animals that is selected from the group consisting of 
Lactobacillus kuchneri, Lactobacillus kefir, Lactobacillus 
parakefir and Lactobacillus parabwhncrii r - 
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where in said by pr oducts are cottonseed, gi n trash, cot t on prticess i ng byproduc ts, potato 
waste, citrus pulp, almond hulls, corn, bran, d istillers* jgra ins, peanut h u lls, bakery waste, 
wh eat midds or mixtures t hereof , 

35. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 34, wherein said organism is 
Lactobacillus buchneri. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 34, wherein said ruminants are 

cattle. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 34, wherein the solid feed 
contains an added amount of organism that provides between I0 5 and 10 14 colony forming units 
(CPU) per animal per day. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 34, wherein the solid feed 
contains an added amount of organism that provides between 10 9 and 10 10 colony forming units 
(CFU) per animal per day, 

39. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 34, wherein said forage 
comprises grasses, legumes, or crop residue; said cereal grain is corn, sorghum, wheat, rye, barley, 
oats, or rice;-tt#^*ypfe4i^^ 



cereal grain is whole, chopped, ground, ensiled, cracked, high moisture, or steam-flaked, 
Claims 41-48, (Canceled) 




\\ or mixtures thereof. 



40. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 39, wherein said forage or 
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